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Pasha, the viceroy of Syria and commander of the
Fourth, army—said that he could do all things the Arabs
did but one: lie could not let the flies crawl over his eyes!
Gonorrheic ophthalmia is another frequent cause of in-
fant blindness.
Both gonorrhea and syphilis were all too common be-
fore the Great War; the war and its ravages, its lowering
of the moral tone, its attendant starvation of whole
provinces, the rape and seduction and the temptation
to starving women spread these diseases horribly. Th^
consequences will endure for years to come.
On the coast, rheumatism and lobar pneumonia are
not common diseases. I have known iny colleague, Dr.
Graham, professor of internal medicine, to subsidize
and to bring from a distance pneumonia patients to enter
the hospital in order that he might have a specific case
to show to his class. In the mountains both diseases are
common and severe. Rheumatoid arthritis, is, however,
a common malady, and too often afflicts poor women who
have to earn their living by laundry work, or the male
cobblers who find difficulty in wielding the awL
Dysenteries, both amoebic and bacillary, as in all trop-
ical and subtropical countries, are common, and will be
until the people learn proper sanitation. Here again,
the improvement in the water supply is diminishing this
class of disease, and when there is a corresponding im-
provement in sewage disposal it will mark a further
advance in better hygiene. It is by a campaign of edu-
cation along all these lines that improvement will come.
Already the American Medical School, through the teach-
ings of its professors and then, through its graduates, has
done much.
Leprosy is the topic I am questioned about most when
on my furloughs in America. It is present in the coun-
try. I have seen about a dozen new cases of it annually.
It is mostly of the nodular type. For many years it has

